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New member guide 
 
 

Member count 
xxx,xxx  as of April 11th 2011 

The Weather Gods Were With Us! 
  
On a cool early Saturday morning, March 19th with rain predicted, 85 plus 
TriFive cars, owners, and guests showed up in Anaheim, CA for the 1st annual Tri 
Five.com ς CPP cruise, show and tour event.  
What a great event it was, from start to end. The cars, people, cruise, tours, 
food, prizes and no rain, all made for one exciting and fun day.  
Otis is to be congratulated for giving us Tri Five.com members the opportunity 
to come together as a group, and setting up everything with, CPP (Classic 
Performance Products). 
All of this did not just happen, there was a lot of behind the scenes work and 
planning. CPP owner Jim and staff members, Kristin, Ray, Greg and 
photographer Vern (with a little input from TriFive.com members Mike, 
Madmooks and Don, hamsman) along with a host of young CPP guys and gals 
helping with the parking, prize drawings, and tours. They should all be 
congratulated for a smooth, well planned and run event.  

Continued on 2 
 

 
 

To All Trifive Members. 
 We have experienced a lot of growth on 

Trifive.com since the last news Letter.  
Currently we have nearly 18,000 members 
and we are still  growing rapidly. 

    I want to say a Special Thanks to Phil our 
new (News Letter Editor) Phil is doing a 
great job, and it is appreciated very much. 
As many of you know Phil also does our 

(Yearly Trifive Calendar.) 
    This has been an exciting year for 
cruises, Like the Special Cruise and shop 
tour that CPP just had for Trifive Owners, 

First having a cruise lead by the Famous 
Project X. then   treating our members to a 
free lunch and shop tour, plus giving away 

thousands of Prizes. 
 
Be sure to check out the video: 
http://www.trifive.com/forums/showthre

ad.php?t=59740 
 
    I want to thank Mike Bakotich  and Don 

Russell and Randy Randleman, from 
Trifive, Plus Jim Ries,  Kristen Hill, Ray 
Parks,  Ron Duncan,  Jeff Norton,  Victor 
Zendejas, from CPP and anyone else I 

failed to mention. 
    LetΩs make this a fantastic year for all 
our Fellow Trifive Members restoring and 
enjoying the greatest cars ever made.  The 

1955,1956,1957 Chevy. 
    ALSO: Please say a prayer for our sick 
and fallen members. 

 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Otis (Trifive)  
 

 

Project X leading the pack at the first annual CPP Tri Five Cruise and Shop Tour 

LINKS 

 

 

Tire Tracks 
The companion Newsletter for  TriFive.com  

trifive.com  
 

http://www.trifive.com/forums/showthread.php?t=59740
http://www.trifive.com/forums/showthread.php?t=59740
http://www.trifive.com/forums/
http://chevylegends.com/forum/


  
 

 
 
  

  
From the Editor 

I want to thank Gary McFeron 
for editing all the previous 
ŜŘƛǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ¢ƛǊŜ ¢ǊŀŎƪǎΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ 
lot of great info and articles to 
be discovered in past issues, so 
if you ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜƳ ǿƘŜƴ 
posted, I encourage you to look 
them over. 
I also want to thank the 
members who assisted with this 
issue.  IΩm sure the subjects 
covered in this issue are topics 
that will be of interest to most 
members. If you have 
suggestions or requests for 
future editions of Tire Tracks or 
questions pertaining to the 
annual calendar, feel free to 
contact me at 
editor@trifive.com 
 
tƘƛƭ άwŀǘǇŀŎƪƛƴέ 
 
 

 

    

    

    

    

    

    

  

 

  
The cruise itself was exciting and fun, led by the  

 The two side-by-side rows of Tri-Fives stretched for several blocks, it was an impressive sight. As we cruised 

through the streets of Anaheim and Fullerton other cars stopped to watch, honked horns and there were many 

hoots and hollers, finger pointing and waiving as we all cruised by. 

The CPP shop tours gave us a real first hand insight as to what it takes to design, produce and deliver all the 

products they offer. The tour guides and workers were great and answered our questions. 

 /ŀǊƭΩǎ WǊΦ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ŦǊŜŜ ƭǳƴŎƘ ŦƻǊ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜΣ ǘƘŜȅ ǎŜǊǾŜŘ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ Ǝǳȅǎ ŀƴŘ Ǝŀƭǎ ƛƴ ŀ ǾŜǊȅ ǘƛƳŜƭȅ ƳŀƴƴŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ ǘŀǎǘȅ 

burgers, fries and beverages. Thanks. 

L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ŦƻǊ ǎǳǊŜ Ƙƻǿ Ƴŀƴȅ ŘƻƻǊ ǇǊƛȊŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƎƛǾŜƴ ƻǳǘΣ ōǳǘ L ǿƻǳƭŘ ƎǳŜǎǎ that nearly half who attended 

walked away with something. Thanks to CPP, Lokar, Danchuk and others who so generously donated the gifts. 

 Randy and his group who came all the way from Pleasanton CA (about a 375 mile trip) had the booth set up with 

all the Tri Five.com gear for sale. Word is they caught lots of rain on the return trip home. 

!ǎ ǘƘŜ Řŀȅǎ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǿƛƴŘƛƴƎ Řƻǿƴ ȅƻǳ ŎƻǳƭŘ ƘŜŀǊ Ƴŀƴȅ ǎŀȅƛƴƎ ǿƘŀǘ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ Řŀȅ ŀƴŘ L ŎŀƴΩǘ ǿŀƛǘ ǳƴǘƛƭ ƴŜȄǘ 

year. All in all, it was one great day and I too cannot wait uƴǘƛƭ ƴŜȄǘ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ŜǾŜƴǘΗ 

 PS, if you have not already posted your photos from the event, please add yours to the thread in the Tri 

Five.com photo gallery. 

  

¢ƘŀƴƪǎΣ 5ƻƴΣ ŀƪŀΧΦΦǘƘŜ ƘŀƳǎƳŀƴ 

 

 
 

 CPP Tri Five Cruise (cont.) 
 
 
 
 

The cruise itself was exciting and fun, led by 

ǘƘŜ ƻƴŜ ŀƴŘ ƻƴƭȅΣ ȅŜƭƭƻǿ  twhW9/¢ · Ωрт 

Chevy, what a fantastic ride, with history a 

mile long. What a special treat to have it join 

our first cruise. Thanks Otis for setting this up.  

 

 

Trifive.com statistics as of 

4/17/11 

Threads: 57,323 

Posts: 575,655 

Members: 17,965 

Total members that have visited 

the forum in the last 24 hours: 

798 

mailto:editor@trifive.com


  
The International Trifive Scene: Sweden 

 
 
Phil (aka Ratpackin) contacted me with his idea of having TriFive.com members from different parts of the world 
writing about the life of owning a Trifive.  I thought this was a great idea.  TriFive.com truly is global and the love for 
trifives seems to be universal.  

 

Set the Swedish scene 
Let me first give you some background, numbers and information about Sweden. 
The country is located in the northern part of Europe. Most of the time we have four normal seasons, 
however the winter is long in the far north, giving a trifive owner some short summer months to enjoy the 
cruising.  
Sweden is the third largest country in Europe in regards to area. We are about 9,4 million people living on 
an area of 174 000 square miles (450 000 square kilometers), which translates to about 54 people per 
square mile. In other words ς we are not overcrowded yet. Compare those numbers to the city of New 
York! 
We have about 5.4 million cars registered in Sweden today and although most, of course, are modern cars 
ŀ ǿƘƻƭŜ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƳ ŀǊŜ ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ άIƻǘ wƻŘ ǎŎŜƴŜέΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ are about half a million people involved 
in some kind of motor hobby in Sweden today.  
We are gear-heads. I think one of the reasons for this can be found in our history of mechanics as well as 
engineering.  
On top of this we have the Swedish emigration to the United States in the end the 19th and beginning of 
the 20th century. About 1.3 million people left the harsh conditions in Sweden for the United States. This 
means that we have a lot of families with relatives and connections and the influence from the USA has 
been strong ever since.  
  
 

Link to detailed Google Map: 

http://www.nationsonline.org/oneworld/m

ap/google_map_sweden.htm

 

http://www.nationsonline.org/oneworld/map/google_map_sweden.htm
http://www.nationsonline.org/oneworld/map/google_map_sweden.htm
http://www.nationsonline.org/oneworld/map/google_map_sweden.htm
http://www.nationsonline.org/oneworld/map/google_map_sweden.htm
http://www.nationsonline.org/oneworld/map/google_map_sweden.htm
http://www.nationsonline.org/oneworld/map/google_map_sweden.htm


  
  

Development 
The huge interest in American cars we see today in Sweden actually has its 
origin back in the 50s. This was the time when the new word teenager was 
used. Rock 'n Roll music was the hottest thing around. Inspired by Marlon 
Brando, we could see young tough guys riding motorcycles. Later these 
tough guys moved to the cars of the 50s. And the toughest thing you could 
drive was of course an American car. These people got a special name in 
Swedish, raggare, there are no English word but I think it could be 
translated into something like a rebellion. These people were guys working 
hard during the week, on Friday and Saturday night they were cruising the 
city streets with their cars picking up girls and party around. I guess most of 
you guys have seen the movie American Graffiti, that would be a good 
description of what was going on also here in Sweden at that time. 
It seems like this, somewhat romantic way of life, has been passed down 
the genes. 
 

Trifive Ownership 
I would say that finding your own trifive today is fairly easy. You have the 

domestic market as well as the Internet. We do import a lot of cars to 

Sweden, and we have been doing that for many years now. Most of this 

ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ тлǎΣ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƛŘŘƭŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƻƛƭ ŎǊƛǎŜǎΣ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ¦{ ƳŀǊƪŜǘ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ 

want the gas craving muscle cars. A number of small companies in Sweden 

saw the opportunity, having a huge market at home and low prices in the 

US. 

We have never had so many American cars rolling in Sweden as we have 
today. 
Of course you have the true gearheads that do all the work on their cars 
but a lot of the owners today are the kind of people that enjoy the driving 
and the cruising. This means that there is a market for shops specializing in 
building, renovating and doing normal service to all these old cars. The 
market for parts is also huge. 
 
 

 
 

 
This makes a total of 1731 registered trifives in Sweden today. 
The cost of trifive ownership is fairly low. There is no vehicle tax. The 

insurance is often held through clubs that have negotiated with an 

insurance company, which helps a lot in keeping down the cost. As you all 

know the gas price varies in different countries, today we pay close to $9 

per gallon ς L ŘƻƴΩǘ ŎŀǊŜΣ L ƭƻǾŜ Ƴȅ рлн ōƛƎ ōƭƻŎƪ J 

We have a bi annual car inspection that applies to all vehicles 30 years or 

older. This thing about the inspection has been up for debate for some 

time. Previously this was like an authority in Sweden, managed by the 

national company Bilprovningen. Since the 1st of July 2010 it is now possible 

for private enterprises to inspect vehicles. One of our Swedish members on 

TriFive, Richard Gimser (aka rigi), has just started his own company, 

specializing in the inspection of older vehicles. Good luck Richard! I will be 

ǾƛǎƛǘƛƴƎ ǿƘŜƴ ƛǘΩǎ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ ƛƴǎǇŜŎǘ Ƴȅ ррΦ 

Enjoy your Trifive 
The last 10 years we have seen an explosion of the interest in American 

cars in Sweden. The 50s has become hot again. Even though we still have 

the rebellion kind, partying being the most important, much of the hobby 

today involves the whole family. The cruising, the meetings and the clubs 

involve the youngest as well as the oldest guys (remembering the 50s J). I 

think that one reason for this development is the simple fact of nostalgia. 

Families with kids moved out, maybe even retirement, want to go back to 

the good times, a time of prosperity and a lot of fun. This also wears off on 

the younger generations. 

We have a number of big meetings during the summer here in Sweden.  
The Power Big meet, held annually in July, had a record of 17,000 American 
cars 2009, including a number of cars from other European countries. See 
www.bigmeet.com  
Another example of the huge interest is the fact that Sweden has the 
largest Corvette club outside the USA. 
 

Some facts on the actual number of trifives in Sweden today: 
1955 - 552 
1956 - 421 
1957 - 758 
 

http://www.bigmeet.com/


  
  

A lot of small towns seem to have their own weekly gathering during the 

summer months. I live in a small place in the south of Sweden. Every 

week, from mid May to mid September, we have our Tuesday night meet. 

It starts at 5 pm and ends when the last vehicle leaves the field.  

 

 
 
Everyone is welcome, no fee, no commitment and very casual. Every type 
of vehicle is welcome, from scooters, bikes, American cars, European cars, 
to old tractors. On a good Tuesday (nice weather) we have about 600 
American cars, 400 European cars, a thousand bikes and even some 
airplanes. We have a Fly-in on a grass field beside the meet. The number of 
ǇŜƻǇƭŜ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŜǎǘƛƳŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ ŀōƻǳǘ рлллΦ LǘΩǎ ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅ ǳƴōŜƭƛŜǾŀōƭŜ ŀƴŘ 
very, very fun. 
Beside the big, more organized, meetings and the casual weekly events you 
have all the cruising nights arranged all over the country. 
 
However, there are clouds in the blue sky. Recent years we have seen a 
number of attempts from the authorities to make it hard on the importing 
of new as well as older cars to Sweden. Some of it comes from our national 
Trafikstyrelsen (equals the DMV) and some from the Custom authority. We 
have a large club here in Sweden, American Car Club of Sweden (ACCS) with 
a lot of members. The ACCS is actively monitoring and leading discussions 
with these authorities in trying to prevent new laws and regulations which 
could make the importing and owning difficult. 
 

 
Nevertheless I would say that we have an excellent situation in Sweden 
when it comes to owning, building, driving and maintaining a trifive (or any 
other older vehicle for that matter). 
 
If you have any questions or comments please feel free to PM me through 
TriFive.com 
  

Thank you Phil for letting me contribute with this article. 

Thomas (aka anderssonbros) 

Chevy says Hi too 

 

 

 


















